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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 2-7 are allowed.- 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach building a customized home page for the registered user, where the 
customized home page is modified and updated as the. guests requests for applications 
get approved. Also, the prior art fails to teach approval cycles that a user must go 
through in order to fully register for applications that require more than one level of 
registration. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by C. Lamont Whitham 
(Reg. No. 22,424) on April 21 , 2006. 
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2. (currently amended) A process for managing business, technical and operational 
data which uses a single interface in a shared space environment over the Internet 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a supplier portal from which new guests indicate, using a Graphical 
User Interface (GUI) of the supplier portal Web page, whether thev are a registered user 
or not: 

determining whether a guest is a registered user from input by the guest, and if 
not a registered user, prompting the guest to select "Register" to link to guest 
registration (GR) where thev can obtain a Web userid/password that enables them to 
obtain user-level registration for any of global procurement applications available under 
the supplier portal: 

when a guest obtains a Web userid/password in GR, storing guest information in 
a GR data store: 

determining whether any applications have been authorized for a registered 
guest and, if not, prompting the guest to register for restricted applications in a portal 
common registration (PCR) where information is stored in a PCR data store throughout 
an application's approval cycle: 

accessing information from the GR data store to automatically build a customized 
home page for the guest, this home page being modified and updated as the guest's 
reguests for access to applications get approved: 
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determining whether approval is needed for a requested application and, if so. 
sending bv email a request for approval to the application administrator and receiving a 
response from the application administrator: 

storing links to all applications for which the quest is approved, these links being 
reflected in the personalized supplier portal home page which displays a list of links to 
all of the applications for which the quest has been registered and authorized: 

defining 1 to n level approval cycles a user must go through to get authorized to 
access an application; 

logging in by a registered guest by inputting the guest's userid/password once for 
each session, as long as applications requested by the guest are in a same realm; and 

invoking by a logged in guest any of their approved applications by simply 
clicking the link to the desired application in the guest's customized home page. 

7. (currently amended) A data processing system for managing business, technical and 
operational data which uses a single interface in a shared space environment over the 
Internet comprising the steps of: 

providing a supplier portal from which new guests indicate, using a Graphical 
User Interface (GUI) of the supplier portal Web page, whether they are a registered user 
or not; 

means for determining whether a guest is a registered user from input by the 
guest, and if not a registered user, prompting the guest to select "Register" to link to 
guest registration (GR) where they can obtain a Web userid/password that enables 
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them to obtain user-level registration for any of global procurement applications 
available under the supplier portal; 

a GR data store storing guest information when a guest obtains a Web 
userid/password; 

a portal common registration (PCR) wherein information is stored in a PCR data 
store throughout an application's approval cycle; 

means for determining whether any applications have been authorized for a 
registered guest and, if not, prompting the guest to register for restricted applications in 
the PCR; 

means for accessing information from the GR data store to automatically build a 
customized home page for the guest, this home page being modified and updated as 
the guest's requests for access to applications get approved; 

means for determining whether approval is needed for a requested application 
and, if so, sending by email a request for approval to the application administrator and 
receiving a response from the application administrator; 

means for storing links to all applications for which the guest is approved, these 
links being reflected in the personalized supplier portal home page which displays a list 
of links to all of the applications for which the guest has been registered and authorized^ 

means for defining 1 to n level approval cycles a user must go through to get 
authorized to access an application: 
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means for logging in by a registered quest bv inputting the guest's 
userid/password once for each session, as long as applications reguested by the guest 
are in a same realm: and 

means for invoking by a logged in guest any of their approved applications by 
simply clicking the link to the desired application in the guest's customized home page . 
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Conclusion 



4. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's disclosure. Murawski, Rob, "Centralized directory services and accounts 
management project", October 2000, ACM Press, Proceedings of the 28th annual ACM 
SIGUCCS conference on User services: Building the future.. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon S. Hoffman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3863. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 
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